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Jitendra maintained a lugubrious silence as the train
covered the miles. Finally he bestirred himself; leaning
over, he pinched me painfully on a tender spot.
"I see no sign that God is going to supply our next
meal!"
"Be quiet, doubting Thomas; the Lord is working w$i
us."
"Can you also arrange that He Imrry? Already I am
famished merely at the prospect before us. I left Banaras
to view the Taj mausoleum, not to enter my own!"
"Cheer up, Jitendra! Are we not to have our first
glimpse of the sacred wonders of Brindaban? I am in
deep joy at the thought of treading the ground hallowed
by the feet of Lord Krishna,"
The door of our compartment opened; two men seated
themselves. The next train stop would be the last. *
"Young lads, do you have friends in Brindaban?" The
stranger opposite me was taking a surprising interest.
"None of your business!" Rudely I averted my gaze.
"You are probably flying away from your families under
the enchantment of the Stealer of Hearts.* I am of
devotional temperament myself. I will make it my posi-
tive duty to see that you receive food, and shelter from
this overpowering heat."
"No, sir, let us alone. You are very kind; but you are
mistaken in judging us to be* truants from home."
No further conversation ensued; the train came to a
halt. As Jitendra and I descended to the platform, our
chance companions linked arms with us and summoned
a horse cab.
We alit before a stately hermitage, set amidst the ever-
green trees of well-kept grounds. Our benefactors were
evidently known here; a smiling lad led us without com-
ment to a parlour. We were soon joined by an elderly
woman of dignified bearing.
"Gauri Ma, the princes could not come." One of the
men addressed the ashram hostess. "At the last moment
their plans went awry; they send deep regrets. But we
have brought two other guests. As soon as we met on
the train, I felt drawn to them as devotees of Lord Krishna."
* Hari; an endearing name by which Sri Krishna is known to
his devotees.